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England. In all, seventeen charges were pre-
ferred against him., to which he replied in a
personal letter to the King, who, it is said, held
it remorselessly to a candle-flame. It was his last
act on behalf of his faithful Chancellor, one that
he had courage enough to perform himself- an
act of utter and eternal oblivion.

Towards midnight on the zgth of November,
1667, Hyde left England for ever. From Mont-
pelier he made answer in great detail to each one
of the charges in his indictment; but the hour for
justification had passed, and he turned bravely
to the greater task of vindicating himself in his
memoirs. His proscription,, seven years after the
Restoration, is a turning-point in the reign.
During those years, his chief concern had been the
passing of five Acts against religious nonconformity
which, together forming what is known as the
Clarendon Code, cc broke for ever the pretensions
of Puritanism to political supremacy." This
stern legislation for establishing Anglicanism as
the religion of England, and for denying liberty
of worship to those who could not conform with
its doctrines, while it legally disposed of the
King's former promise to support the Presby-
terian Covenant, was indirectly aimed at his
own unorthodox sympathy for the Catholic
religion. Later, we shall see how profoundly